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MUNIC]PALITY OF MURRYSVILLE

WESTMORELAND COLINTY, PENN SYLVANIA

RESOLUTION NO. 508-06

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AN ADMINISTRATIVE
PROCESS FOR THE LIMITED WAIVER OF
EMPLOYERS' WITHHOLDING AND DISBURSEMENT
OF $42.00 OF THE $52.00 EMERGENCY AND
MLINICIPAL SERVICES TAX BASED UPON A
TAXPAYER'S "GOOD FAITH'' EXEMPTION REQUEST

IF HIS OR HER EARNED INCOME FOR THE YEAR

FROM ALL SOURCES (EXCLUDING PENSIONS AND

AN}JUITIES) IS ANTICIPATED TO BE LESS THAN
s 12.000.00.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the council of the Municipality of N{unysville enacted ordinance

No. 676-04 rvhicl.r established under Article II an obligation for payment of a s52.00

Emergency and Municipal Sen,ices Tar (hereinafter also called "EMS Tax"), and under

Al1icG V(B) for an exemptron therefiom if the taxpayer's earned income from a1l sources

(excluding pensions and annuities)/ is less tl-ran S12,000.00 per a1l1rtlrn; ilrld

WHEREAS, the council of the Municipality of N,lurrysville desires to avoid the

burden imposed upon the municipal staff in the processillg and determination of en d of

1,ear "exemption claim request" forms as provided for at Erhibrt "l" to Ordinance No'

676-04; and

WHEREAS, theCounc i lo f theMunic ipa l i t yo fMur rysv i l le ,byMot ionat r ts
April 20, 2006 public meeting, indicated that partial relief from an employer's

rvithholding and/or payment of the tax be granted if a taxpayer's eamed incone for the

tax year from all sources (excludrng pensions and annuities) is anticipated to be less th ar.r

ordinance No. 676-04 provides at Exhibit " 1 " - Page 1 , that eamed income for purposes

of an exemption is limited to only those annual eamings that are subject to the local I %

earned income tax due the Municipality of Murrysville and Franklin Regional School

District. This Resolution is to conform to ordinance No. 676-04 in such regard for

purposes  o f  g ran t ing  an  erempt ion .
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$12,000.00, thereby qualifying the taxpayer to a pallial tax exemption of S42.00; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Municipality of Munlsr"iile norv desires to

formally establish a process for administering such "good faitll" exemptions, as

aforesaid, where the taxpayer's aforesaid earned income for the year is anticipated to be

less  than S12.000.00 .

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED AND ENACTED, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AND
ENACTED BY THE COLINCIL OF THE ML]NICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE'
WESTMORELAND COLINTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PURSUANT TO THE
AUTHORITY OF SAME, LINDER THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE
MLI}IICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE, AS FOLLOWS:

Section I : Taxpayer Classification: Taxpayers u'ho are within any one of the

following class oftaxpayers may be eligible for the "good faith" reliefprovided for

under Section 3.

C.

Persons receiving Social Security;

Persons rvho have been receiving Social Seculity Disability for a peliod of

at least six (6) months prior to their exemption request;

Persons who are subject to a disability which has limited their full time

employment for a period of at least three (3) of the preceding six (6)

months prior to their exemption request;

Persons who are pursuing a high school, undergraduate or graduate

education, or vocational training on a fu1l time basis for a period covering

at least six (6) months of the subject tax year oftheir exen-tption request;

E. Any persons who can document that their prior years' eamed income was

less than the prevailing exemption amount.

Section 2: Verif ied Statement of Anticipated Earnings: A taxpayer rn an)'  oi

the foregoing taxpayer classifications, and whose earned income for the subject tax year

fiom all sources (excluding pensions and annuities) is anticipated to be less than

S12,000.00, may submit to their employer a"good faitlt" exemption request application,

togcther rvith i-ris/her confimring "veriJ'ied stdtemerrl" setting forth his/her anticipated
eamed income for the subject tax year on a municipal form established for such purpose.

B.

t ) .
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Section 3: Employers' Withholding of EMS Tax: A11 employers are required

to withhold only $10.00 of the $52.00 EMS Tax from a taxpayer's eamings if taxpayer

has demonstrated his/her entitiement to "good faith" reliefunder the provisions of

Sections 1 and 2 of this Resolution. The "good faith" exemption amount of $42.00 is to

be retumed by employer to taxpayer if rvithheld pdor to receipt of his,4rer velified

statement, but not disbursed to the Murrysville Tax Collector or authorized

reDresentative.

Section 4: Taxpal'er's Direct Tax Pal'ment: A taxpayer may also submit only

s 10.00 of the $52.00 EMS Tax to the Murrysville Tax collector, oI autholized

represenrarlve! upon raxpayer demonstrating to same hisiher "good faith" entitlement to

such reliefunder the provisions of Sections I and 2 of this Resolutior-r'

Section 5: Taxpayer's End of Year Documentation: The "good faith" rel ief

extended hereunder from pa1'rnent of the $42.00 EMS Tax durir-rg the tax year shall not

relieve a taxpayer from pay'rnent thereof if taxpayer's actual eamed income from all

sources (excluding pensions and annuities) exceeds S12,000.00 for the year. Each

taxpayer u,ho has received "good faith" reliefunder the provisions of this Resolution is

still required to submit to the Murrysville Tax Collector or authorized representatlve no

later than January 31 , a verifed statement setting forth hjs/her earned income lrom all

sources (excluding pensions and annuities) for the preceding tax year, and if the

$12,000.00 exemption has been exceeded for the preceding tax year, taxpayer shall

submit payment of the remaining $42.00 EMS Tax due to the Municipality A

taxpayer's failure to timely file his/her verified statement, as aforesaid, and/or failure to

timely pay all outstanding EMS tax due the Municipality shall be subject to the penalt-v

provisions as contained in the Munysville code, Arlicle v, occupational Privilege Tax,

as ar.nended by Ordinance No. 676-04.

Section 6: l'hrs Resolution shall be effective on ltid d,ay of frlyuj ,
2006, upon enactment by the Council of the Municipality of Murrysville-

THIS RESOLUTION ORDAINED AND ENACTED AT A REGULARL\
CONSTITUTED DULY CONVENED MEETING OF THE COLNCIL OF THE
MLNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE, THIS IqD DAY OF frPUI '2006'

COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF }IURRYSVILLE
\ /

t  . , {  ,  l .  \ / . t
l/V-Li rv-;t-^. t'.u tr !/,1-^'.-

Theo van de Venne. Council President
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ATTEST:

Dared: .Ap4t 19- .2oorr

n{nej. Bareit. l l l .  Municipal Secretary
(sEAL)

Jo11ce K. Somers, N4ayor

\ {enrber Yes No Absent ADStAlN

Jack Bankoske

Robert J. Brooks

Jeffrey C. Fra re ,r/-

Nancv Kacur t/'

Lartence J.
Nicolelte

V.

Deruris Pavlil va'

Theo van de Venne /

c :\gak\emergencltax.resolutlon
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MUNICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE

WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSI'LVANIA

A}I ORDINANCE AMENDING THF' MURRYSVILE CODE'

.INTICIN V, OCCUPATIONAL PRTVILEGE TA)(, TO

iGNAMI IT *EMERGENCY AND MUNICIPAL SER\.ICES

ilxi' e.xo ro PRovrDE FoR AN INCREASE IN THE

arr.louxr rEERr,oF FROM Fn'E DOLLARS ($5'00) TO

rlrrv rwo DoLLARS ($s2.00) FoR EAcE cALENDAR
vsan, ,c.No ro PRovIDE ion aN EXEMPTIoN FRoM sArD

TAX FOR ANY PERSON WEOSE EARNED INCOME FROM

ALL SOURCES IS LESS THAN $12,OOO.OO FOR TIIE TAX

YEAR.

WEFRI'AS, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted "The

Local Tax Enabiing Act" (Act 511 of 1965) that granted to local

municipalities authority to impose and collect' inter alia' an

occupational Privilege tax; and

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania has passed Act iZ of zOO+ which has been signed by the

a;;;;"., and which contains provisions, inter alia' to change the name

of tfr" O"""putional Privilege Tax to the "E-mergency. and Municipal

i"*1"", f ux", to increase th1 amount thereof to a maximum of $52'00

per calendar year, to provide for a low income exernption' and to

iestrict use ofsaid funds; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the Municipality of Murrysville

desirqs to conform the Murrysville Code - to the directives and

proui.ion. of Act 222 of 2004 in changing the name of said tax' as
'afo.esuid, 

and to avail itself of the additionai tax power provided in Act

)i of ZOOC,to provide for a low income exemption' and to restrict the

use of said funds.

NOW, THF'REFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, and it is hereby ordained and

"*"i"a 
UV the Council of the Municipality of Murrysville'

Westmoreland County, Pennsylvani4 pwsuant to the authority of

Section C-26 (M) oi the M;nicipality of Murrysville Home Rule

Charter, and A'ct 222 of 2004'
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ARTICLE I. Murrysville Code' Article V' Occupational

e.iuit"g" fu*, i. ttoein amended so that any refelence to the term

"Occuiational Privilege Tax" in Article V of the Murrysville Code

shall hence forth mean the "Emergency and Municipal Service Tax"

(hereafter also called *EMST'), and shall be so substituted throughout

Li"t. v, and such substitution shall extend wittr like force and effect

to any otirer reference to the term "Occupational Privilege Tax" that

-uy b. present in any other Article, Section or Subsection of the

Murrysville Code.

ARTICLE II' Murrysville Code, Article V, Emergency and

Municipal Services Tax (as said tax is now known by this amendment)'

Section 206-4i Imposition of Ta-r, Subsection A' is herein amended to

increase the annual EMST tax from five dollars ($5'00) to fifty fwo

dollars ($52.00) for each calendar year, as follows:

A Al annual tax for general revenue purposes of f;ve

S+s6}delf€rs fifty-two dollars ($52.00) is hereby imposed on all

individuals for the privilege of engaging in an occupation in the

municipality, as heiein provided. This enactrnent is not intended

to cleny thi Franklin Regional School District of a right to

receive up to five dollars ($5.00), of the said hfty two ($52'00)'

if it has a valid and sustaining tax in place in any tax year'

ARTICLE III. Murrysville Code, Article V, Emergency and

Municipal Services Tax, Section 206-41 Imposition ofTax, Subsection

B, is herein amended to substitute the language prescribed by state law

to establish the situs of such EMST, and the priority of claim for

collection of said tax, as follows:

situs of the EMST
employment, but in the event a person is engaged in more than

The
but

one occupatiorq or an occupation which requires his working in

more than one political subdivision during the calendar year, the

priority of claim to coilect the EMST shall be in the following
order: FIRST, the political subdivision in which a person

maintains his principal , office or is principally employed;
SECOND, the political subdivision in which the person resides
and works. if such a tax is levied by that political subdivision;
THIRD, the political subdivision in which a person is employed
and which imposes the tax nearest in miles to the person's

B .

shail be the place of



Ordiuance No. 67G04
Page 3

home. The place of ernployment shall be determined as of the

day the taxiayer first becomes subj ect to the tax during the

ciendar year. It is the intent of this provision that no person

shall pay more than fifty-fwo dollars ($52'00) in any calendar

year ;s an EMST irrespective of the number of political

subdivisions within which such person may be ernployed within

any given calendar year' ln case of dispute, a tax receipt of the

taxirig authority for that calendar year declaring. that the

taxp{er has made prior payment will constitute. prima facie

certidcation ofpayment to all other political subdivisions'

ARTICLE IV. Murrysville Code, Article V, Emergency and

M"-"tp^t S"*ices Tax, Section 206-42, Collection and

Disposition, Subsection D, is herein amended to require each

"-ployo 
to collect the increase in the arurual EMST from five

doilars ($5.00) to fifty two (552.00), as follows:

A. Each ernployer within the Mirnicipality of Murrysville

shall deduct the tax of €ve4ollard$5-e0) fifty two doliars

($52.00) from the compensation of all individuals in their

employment and make a retum and pay to the Municipal

Tax Collector t}re amount of tax so deducted' Said

deduction shall be made annually on or before the 306 day

of April or within one (1) calendar month of the date of

employment, except as provided in Section 206-41 of the

Murrysville Code.

ARTICLE V. Murrysville Code, Article V, Emergency and

l4unicipal Services Tax, is herein arnended to include

additional new sections, providing for the foilowing:

A.Section 206-49 (Jse of Revenue' - The EMST revenues

under the increased tax levy are restricted to the following

uses: police, fue and emergency services; road

construction and/or maintenance; or reduction of property

taxes.

B.Section 206-50 Exemption from Pavment' - Council shall

exempt any person whose eamed income from all sources

is leis than twelve thousand dollars ($i2,000'00) per

annum from payment of forty-two dollars ($42'00) of the

fifty-two dollars ($52.00) EMST due under this Ordinance,

conditioned. however, that the applicant compiies with the

exemotion orocedure set forth at Exhibit "1".
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C. Section 206-51 Effective Date. - This Ordinance is effective

upon the date of enactnent and appiies to tax years

begiruring with 2005, and shall continue in force for

succeeding fiscal years without annual leenactment'

D. Section 206-52 Deadline for Requesting Refund - TIrc

application for a refund request must be received by the Tax

Collector no later than April 15 for the preceding tax year'

THIS ORDINANCE ORDAINED AND ENACTED AT A RECULARLY

CONSTITUTED DULY CONVENED MEETING OF THE COLINCIL OF

THE MIINICIPALITY OF MURRYSVILLE THIS J11} DAY OF

Nuw.p) ,zooc.

OUNCIL OF MUNICIPAI,ITY OF MURRYS\TLLE

(Seal)

Lawrence Keller, Council President Donald C. Pepe, Munici

Member Yes No Absent Abstain

Jack Bankoske
Robert J. Brooks t/

Joan C. Keams V.

Lawrence W. Keller V'

G. Ted Mallick L/'

Dennis Pavlik t /

Theo van de Venne /
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A. Claim form. adoption of requlations. The Councii of the Municipality of

tt4u..ytuitt. ttutt, Uy t"gt-rlation, provide for the creation ofan exernption claim

."q""ri fo"", whictr shJl include but not be limited to disclosure of all personal

and ,eal properry capable of producing "eamed" income; disclosure of all

irr"om" eu-ed or releived from ernployment or received jointly, solely or,

through entireties property producing "eamed" income; and disclosure of

*-""+-# income reported on joint or sole income tax retums'

.""*i#. Eamed income for purposes of this

"*emption 
is limited to onJy those annual eamings that are subject to the local

1% eamed income tax due the Municipality of Murrysville and Franklin

Regional School District. The Council shall, by regulation, also provide for the

r".".ipt -a processing of said claim forms by the Tax Collector of the

Municipality of Murrysville, the reference thereof to the Council and the

rendition oi a decision upon such application claim request form by the

Council, with or without a hearing. An exernption request must be received by

the tax collector prior to the end of the tax year for which the exemption has

been requested by applicant. A taxpayer's whose exempt status has been-

affirmatively determinea must file his.lher eligibility affrdavit by January 31' of

each successive yeal as hereilafter provided under paragraph "D" of this

Exhibit.

Exemption from PaYment

Il upon hearing or recommendation of the Tax Collector,

it is established that the applicant's
income from all sources, as aforesaid, is less than twelve

thousand dollars ($12,000.00) per annum, the Council

shall exempt the applicant from payment of $42.00 of the

emergency and municipal services tax for the then-

current calendar year.

B. Rendition of decision The Council shall, within thirty (30) days

of .*ipt of u recommendation of the Tax Collector' or within

ten (10) days of a hearing as provided for in the regulations

concerning the processing of claims' advise the applicant of its

decision and shali forthwith forward a copy thereof to the Tax

Collector.

(1 )

tax exemDtlons

EXIIIBIT "1" - Paee I
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(2) k}{*#er income from all sources as used herein

shall include bee++e+is4+ee++ all reeeip#c#e+

incorrie, as aforesaid, earned by applicant's spouse, but

not hisAter spouse who has the same domicile as the

applicant. e;e$ Where both spouses are applicants

each # spouse must individually and

independently quaiiff for said exemption.

D. Duration of elieibilitv. After one has received a determination of

eligibility for exempt status by the Council, such determination

shall continue from year to year thereafter, provided that the

applicant frles with the Council by January 3l ofeach successive

year an affrdavit to the effect that no increment in income as

defined herein is reasonably expected within the then-ensuing

calendar year.

EXHIBIT "1" - Paee 2


